
USBORNE FIRST READING ) 

USBORNE 

RUNAWAY 
a 

Lip ¢ 
7 

= Piao 2 

Retold by A 

Mairi Mackinnon 
Illustrated by 

Silvia Provantini 





RUNAWAY 
PANCAKE 

{ 
: 

Retold by 
Mairi Mackinnon 

Illustrated by 
Silvia Provantini 

Reading Consultant: Alison Kelly 
Roehampton University 



There was once a family 

with seven children, and 

they were always hungry. 
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One day, their mother First she mixed 

decided to make pancakes flour, eggs and milk. 

Mmm, | love 

pancakes. | 
| could 
eat TEN. ae 9 x9, ( | could eat 
/ wa FIFTEEN. 

__/\ could eat FIVE 
pancakes. 

“When will they VAS | 
be ready? 4 egy | could eat 

TWENTY! 



Then she poured the mix 

into a pan to cook. She 

tossed the first . 

pancake, up 

in the air 

and down 

again. i << But the pancake 

didn’t want tobe \ Sf | 

eaten. It jumped 

right out of the pan and 

rolled out of the door. 



“Come back!” called the 

children and they all went 

“Stop!” cried 

the mother. 

running after it. 

Quick, somebody 
catch it! 

The pancake rolled out 

of the gate and into the 

road, faster and faster. 



“You look good,” 

he barked. 

The dog was snoozing in 

his kennel when the 

pancake rolled past. 

Mmm, a 
pancake! 

“Come here 

and let me taste you.” 
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“No!” said the pancake 

and rolled on, with the 

dog and all the family 

chasing behind. 



Sp Pot 

pancake ro 
FR 

Well, I've 

never seen that 

“How fast you roll!” he 

said. “Can I catch you?” 
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Hee, hee, hee, you 

can’t stop me! 

“No, no!” said the | 

pancake and rolled on, witl . 

the rabbit, the dog and all 

the family chasing behind. 
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A duck on the stream saw “Stop, Mr. Pancake!” she 

the pancake rolling past. called. “Just let me try a 

tiny piece of you.” 

A pancake! 

How tasty! 
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she called 

ls it a game? 



I’m delicious 

but you'll never 

catch mel! 

“Catch me if you can,” 

said the pancake and rolled 

on, with the cat, the duck, 

the rabbit, the dog and all 

the family chasing behind. bi 
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A goat in a meadow saw 

the pancake roll past. 

fine-looking 

pancake,” he said. 
eee 

BS | ‘Do you taste as good 

as you look?” 



with the goat, the cat, 

the duck, the rabbit, the 

dog and all the family 

chasing behind. 

But youre not 
tasting me! 

“Of course!” said che 

pancake and rolled on... 
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a a a th le 

A fox in some bushes saw 

the pancake.rolling past. 

“Oh, Mr. Pancake,” he 

said. “Why is everyone 

PD tes chasing you? What 

" Puig 7 have you done?” 



# 

now,” said the pancake 

and it hitched a ride < 

on a kite to escape the fox. © 



~ Now the pig wanted to 

eat the pancake too, but he 

was too clever to say so. 
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| “What’s the hurry, al le 

Mr. Pancake?” he asked. a 

“Let me walk through the“ 

forest with you. It’s a 

dangerous place.” 



The pancake looked into 

the forest. Maybe the pig 

was right. 
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“Quickly!” he 

gasped. “Don’t let 

them catch me!” 



“What did 

you say?” asked 

the pig. 

“I SAID, DON’T LET 

THEM CATCH 

ME!” shouted the 

pancake. 
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Look, 
right there! 

) asked the pig. | 

| “THEM!” said )\ 
| the pancake. | 
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“Tm sorry,” said the pig. The pancake jumped over 

“IT can’t hear you. You'll the fence and into the pen. 

have to come closer.” 



“T SAID, THE FOX, THE 

GOAT,” the pancake began. 

But before he could shout 

any more, the pig snapped 

him up and swallowed him... 
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The Runaway Pancake is a folk tale from Germany 

and Norway. There are different versions with 

different characters, but the pancake always 

gets eaten at the end. 
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RUN NeaKe 
When seven hungry children have pancakes for breakfast, 

one pancake refuses to be eaten, jumps out of the pan 

and rolls right away. Can the runaway pancake escape 

from the whole family, the dog, the rabbit, the duck, the 
cat, the goat, the fox and a cunning old pig? 
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This edition of The Runaway Pancake includes supplementary material 

for English language learners. The attached CD contains full readings 

of the text and sample phrases, by native speakers, in both 

British English and American English. 

You can also download a student's worksheet and teacher’s notes from 
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